
 

 

 
 

Sustainability NEWS 
 

 

 

Giving proven to increase pre-tax growth and 
revenues. Research by the Conference Board reveals 
companies that increased giving by 10 percent or 
more, saw a 14 per cent growth in pre-tax profit and a 
9 percent growth in revenue. This correlation over a 
three-year time period from 2012-2014 serves to 
refute critics who believe that engaging with societal 
stakeholders is a drain on performance.Download the 
report for more information about the increasing 
importance of societal investment to corporate 
strategy. 

 

 

New Natural Capital website 
The U.S. Department of Commerce has launched a 
new natural capital website to provide resources and 
information to businesses seeking to incorporate 
natural capital into their planning and operations. The 
new website is a dynamic resource and will undergo 
continuous content updates as information becomes 
available. Although it's US centric, it's a great 
resource. Check it out. 

 

 

 

The ESSI Tool by Dow and the Nature Conservancy 
Dow and The Nature Conservancy joined forces to 
launch the Ecosystem Services Identification and 
Inventory Tool. The tool, which is comprised of a web-
based project workspace combined with a field data 
collection app, will allow users at all levels of 
expertise and management to gather field data and 
model the benefits that nature provides them with 
over a particular parcel of land.  

 

 



 

 

 The world's most controversial companies and 
projects. 
Environmental disasters, corporate negligence, and 
shady business practices placed business giants like 
Volkswagen, Uber, and FIFA at the top of business 
advisory firm RepRisk's Most Controversial 
Companies of 2015 released in January. They have 
also released a list of The worlds most controversial 
projects such as factories, mines, residential and 
leisure complexes - that were most exposed to 
environmental, social, and governance (ESG) risks in 
2015. Will ESG risks ever be avoided? Its not looking 
like it any time soon! 

 

 

 

Coal giant bankrupt as we move into new clean 
industrial era. Peabody Energy has filed for Chapter 
11 US bankruptcy protection, dealing a further blow 
to a global coal industry already reeling from low 
prices and tightening environmental regulations. The 
company blamed the "unprecedented" crisis afflicting 
the coal industry on a number of factors and argued 
the coal industry would recover. But some analysts 
and green groups remain sceptical about the 
companys ability to bounce back. 

  

 

 

The world's most controversial companies of 2015 
Environmental disasters, corporate negligence, and 
shady business practices placed business giants like 
Volkswagen, Uber, and FIFA at the top of business 
advisory firm RepRisk's Most Controversial 
Companies of 2015 Index. 
Find out who else made the list... 

 

 

Nestlé, Tesco, and Unilever CEOs determined to 
achieve UN Sustainable Development 
Goals. Globally, a third of all food is lost or wasted 
between the farm and the fork. Reducing food loss 
and waste can be a triple win: It can save money, feed 
more people, and alleviate pressure on the 
environment. CEOs of major food companies along 
with government ministers, farm organizations, and 
civil society groups - will work to create political, 
business and social momentum to reduce food loss 
and waste around the world. 

 

 

Inequality grows as 62 people own half the world's 
wealth. Wealth inequality has grown to the stage 
where 62 of the world's richest people now own half 
the world's wealth according to a new report by 
Oxfam. An Economy for the 1% says the gap between 
the global richest and the global poorest has widened 
in just the last 12 months. Fortunately many are now 
giving back - however many are also avoiding taxes. 



 

 

209,000 and counting: The solar industry booms in 
the US 
The U.S. solar industry now employs some 209,000 
people, following a third consecutive year of 20 
percent-plus job gains. Washington-based not-for-
profit the Solar Foundation reports that jobs in solar 
grew at 12 times the pace of the overall 
economyfrom November 2014 to November 2015, 
and that the industry is poised to add upwards of 
30,000 more jobs in the next 12 months. 

 

 

2016 expected to be hottest yet 
Last year topped the chart as the warmest year in the 
modern record, according to data released by the 
world's top meteorological agencies. Global 
temperature in 2015 was 0.75C above the 1961-1990 
long-term average and a full 1C above preindustrial 
times, according to official figures from the UK's Met 
Office. Overall, it is expected El Niño to contribute 
around 25 percent to what will most likely be a new 
record global temperature in 2016. 

 

 

Volunteer programs can help increase employee 
engagement 
With longer work hours and shorter tenures on 
average, it is more difficult than ever to keep 
employees engaged with their jobs. The Gallups State 
of the Global Workplace study describes engaged 
employees as people who are psychologically 
committed to their jobs and likely to be making 
positive contributions to their organizations, yet 
found 87 percent of employees are disengaged from 
their jobs. 

 

 

Distributing energy is key to cutting emissions. 
Carbon dioxide emissions from generating electricity 
could be cut by 78 percent within the next 15 years 
according to a study by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). The study shows 
that a system of transcontinental transmission lines 
connected to wind and solar farms is the key to 
dramatically reducing emissions from US power 
plants. Just as weather occurs on a very large scale, 
systems capturing sunshine and wind have to be built 
on a scale to match it. Read the full story 
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Sustainability VIEWS 
 

 

 

SustainaAbility shares Global trends and 
Opportunities. We are witnessing the convergence of 
the sustainability and current affairs agendas. For 
many years, it seemed like we advocated for 
sustainability, while the rest of the world focused on 
something else. Now the issues that we care about 
are in the mainstream. However, the delivery of 
sustainability is not yet in the mainstream. For the 
majority of other businesses, while they have great 
people, sustainability has yet to touch their day-to-
day activities and operations. 

 

 

 

Is it time to reduce our meat consumption? The 
water it takes to produce 10 burgers is the same 
amount of water you use to shower for a year and 1.5 
acres can produce 37,000 pounds of plant-based 
food, in contrast to 375 pounds of meat on the same 
size land. Reducing our meat consumption would 
enormously benefit the environment and your health. 
Find out the top ten reasons why. 

 

 

 

Sustainability-Oriented Innovation is valuable in 
every context.Impacts of SOI go well beyond revenue 
generation. It allows companies to push beyond their 
usual innovation boundaries and their typical 
business protocols, and is expanding the range of 
businesses that are practicing sustainability and 
finding new fuel for their innovation processes. It is 
also allowing them to reap the benefits of products 
and services that create social and environmental 
good. Read the full story 
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Blue and New Economy Innovation and Thought Leadership 
 

 

 

2016: Turning global risks into 
opportunities. Businesses around the world have 
singled out youth unemployment and a global food 
crisis among the top concerns for 2016. But in 
addressing these urgent social challenges, there are 
also huge opportunities for business. These findings 
and more were revealed in a new report released by 
Global Opportunity 

 

 

Doubling Renewables will add $A1.9 Trillion to the 
global economy by 2030. A detailed study by the 
International Renewable Energy Agency says that a 
doubling in renewable energy around the world to 36 
percent of electricity by 2030 would not just get the 
world halfway to its climate goals - it would also boost 
the global economy by $US1.3 trillion ($A1.87 trillion). 

 

 

Sustainable Packaging: A Collaborative Design 
Challenge. There are many opportunities for the 
design industry to play a bigger part in product 
sustainability. Many of the technological 
advancements in sustainable packaging suffer from 
issues that could be tackled through partnership with 
strong design thinkers. The design industry can also 
help to bring the conversation about sustainable 
packaging design further upstream. Read the full 
story... 

Events and Training 
 



 

 

Improve your PROFILE and REPUTATION in just 6 
weeks with the 'Masters of Events Management 
Program'. This dynamic six week program 
commences May 29 and tailor made for those who 
wants to Master all aspects of Event Management 
from Strategy and Media, to Collaboration, 
Sponsorship and Networking. There are 39 templates 
given out during the course which include: how to 
write a press release, how to pitch a one hour ABC 
Radio National outside broadcast, how to run a forum 
with impact, write a sponsorship proposal, budget a 
conference and much more. 39 templates and 
handouts will ensure Mary-Anne Waldren's three 
decades of industry knowledge is passed on to you. 
For full details (EARY BIRD CLOSES MARCH 31st) and 
to check out the promotional video - HERE 
 

 

 

ZOOiD presents best practice Reporting Workshops. 
1 Day Practical integrated Reporting Workshops: 
Melbourne: May 11th  
Sydney - October 11th 
2 Day Global Reporting Initiative Sustainability 
Reporting Process Workshops: 
Melbourne: May 4th-5th  
Perth: July 27th-28th  

 

 
 
 

    



 


