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EarthCheck Schools Program 

 

 
 

 

 

The EarthCheck Schools 

Program is a curriculum-

based learning tool that 

helps school students engage 

in active learning about 

environmental sustainability.  

Using a purpose-built online 

education tool designed for 

primary and secondary 

students, it provides hand-on 

learning experiences to 

measure and reduce the 

carbon footprints of homes. 

How Does the Program 

Work?  

The EarthCheck Schools Program is 
designed with both students and teachers 
in mind, and is delivered in the classroom 
allowing students to participate both at 
home and at school.  

Students enter their home energy, water 
and waste information from rates notices, 
energy bills and help from parents. This 
data is then evaluated using the 
EarthCheck system.  

The EarthCheck Schools Program provides 
a special toolset of checklists to monitor 
and evaluate activities for the students 

relating to flora, fauna, air quality and 
resource usage and their effect on the 
environment.  

The Program provides curriculum-based 
learning outcomes supported by 
homework sheets, an online interactive 
web program along with teacher 
documentation and work plans for each 
module of the Program.  

Each student is given their own 
confidential log in and password providing 
access at both home and at school.  

The data collected in the Program can be 
used within one class or it can be collated 
for the entire school or district to measure 
the community-wide sustainability 
outcomes.  

What’s your Carbon 

Footprint? 

The EarthCheck Schools Program actively 
engages students in their environmental 
future and gives them an understanding 
of their impact and path to sustainability, 
including carbon production. 
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Benefits of the program: 
  
• Curriculum-based interactive 

learning experience for students;  

• Instant results on a student’s 
household energy, water and 
waste to allow comparisons over 
time;  

• Student involvement and 
participation in a key learning 
area for subjects including 
mathematics, science, society and 
environment and geography;  

• Support materials for teachers, 
including student learning 
materials and homework sheets;  

• Teaching students the value of 
the environment and helping 
them better understand their 
impact;  

• Student and parent involvement, 
with positive impacts for a 
household and community; and 

• Quantative data can be collected 
from the entire school or district 
to measure progress over time. 
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Taking the EarthCheck Sustainability Challenge  

is as Easy as 123 
 

STEP 1:  Register your interest via the EarthCheck website (earthcheck.org) or by contacting the team at EC3 Global on the 
details below.  Once you have registered, your school or community will gain access to a “My EarthCheck” page, 
where you will find the information you need to get started; 

STEP 2:  Choose a class (or classes) to participate in the program and start using the online and printed material to measure 
and monitor the student’s household carbon footprint.  Students can monitor their program through their own 
unique and confidential login;  

STEP 3:  Teachers can monitor progress through their own login, with the ability to see the combined results and feed these 
back into the learning process.  At the end of the term, students can see what progress has been made in their own 
homes, and by their class as a whole. 

EarthCheck Schools Program 
 

Case Study: Gold Coast Sustainability Challenge 

It is broadly recognised that communicating the message of 
sustainability to the wider community is a difficult task. A large 
majority of the population struggle to understand the meaning 
of the term, as well as how it is applicable to their everyday lives.  

To combat this, Gold Coast City Council used EC3 the EarthCheck 
system to develop a sustainability education program for 
students from grades 5-10.  

Called ‘The Sustainability Challenge’, the program introduces 
students to environmental responsibility and how they can 
integrate this into their daily household habits.  

The concept of working with schools and using teachers as the 
agents to guide the program, had the added bonus of providing a 
cost-effective way for the Gold Coast City Council to gather 
information on household resource consumption and ecological 
impact.  

It was also an extremely effective way to communicate the 
benefits of sustainability practices through the wider 
community.  

"The challenge facing all communities is to learn to live more 

sustainably and this programme has been an important step for 

our city in that direction. The EarthCheck for Schools programme 

helped benchmark our city in terms of energy, water and waste. 

This information can now become a guide to household 

behaviour which will help all levels of government to improve 

their environmental-education programmes" 

Ron Clarke, Mayor, Gold Coast City Council 
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The savings made through the 

Sustainability Challenge include: 
Reduced Energy consumption by 1.8 million megajoules 

Reduced Water consumption by 16 million kilolitres 

Reduced Waste generation by over 800,000 cubic metres 

That’s an overall reduction in Carbon Dioxide production 

by 900,000 tonnes 

That’s equivalent to Gold Coast City with 92,000 fewer 

houses!! 

 


