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The EarthCheck Building And 

Precinct-Planning and Design 

Standards, are designed to 

assist local governments and 

developers in the early stages 

of planning and design of 

precincts, buildings and the 

associated infrastructure. 

The aim is to achieve 

ecologically sustainable 

development (ESD). 

The Program uses the EarthCheck 

operational Benchmarking and 

Certification process to deliver design and 

operating efficiencies. The Standards can 

also be applied to refurbishment/ retrofit 

projects. 

The Standards allow developers to predict 

the potential impacts of projects and to 

identify opportunities for incorporating 

sustainable design, construction 

management and operational aspects in 

order to reduce such impacts. 

The Program gives assessment agencies 

confidence that all aspects of the project 

have been considered through an 

independent assessment of sustainability.  

 

 

It also provides support to developers, 

through advice and recommendations 

that focus on opportunities for 

improvement of environmental 

performance. 

Key Area Indicators 

 Master plan, building and 

infrastructure design  

 Building location and siting 

 Energy efficiency 

 Water management 

 Waste management 

 Resource conservation (materials) 

 Chemical use 

 Wastewater management 

 Storm water management 

 Social commitment 

 Economic commitment 

main benefits include: 

 Reducing operational costs; 

 Building company, consumer and 

investor confidence; 

 The provision of independent 

assessment reports for 

environmental performance; 

 Comparison against industry 

Baseline and Best Practice; 

 Enhancing the market profile for 

both the project and developer; 

 Gaining greater community, 

industry and government 

acceptance; 

 Efficient use of natural resources; 

 Protection of natural site features; 

and 

 Compliance with international 

design Standards (e.g. LEED, 

GBCA, BREAM...), but with a triple 

bottom line focus and more 

specific guidelines for travel and 

tourism.   

EarthCheck Design 

Standards provide 

guidelines, tools and 

indicators for assessment 

and certification to assist 

developers in the planning, 

design and construction 

phases of sustainable 

precincts and buildings 

that adhere to ESD 

principles. 
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SUSTAINABLE BUILDING & DESIGN IS AS EASY AS 123 
 

STEP 1:  Register your interest via the EarthCheck website (earthcheck.org), or by contacting the team at EC3 Global to 

complete the pre-commitment questionnaire. This will ensure you are getting the right product for your needs. 

STEP 2:  Once you have registered, you will gain access to Building or Precinct Design Standard.  Your Architect / Project 

Manager / Design Team can then apply the standard where applicable. 

STEP 3:  Once the plans have been completed, an independent third-party auditor will assess the plans for compliance and 

give you an evaluation based on global benchmarks. 

Sustainable Design Standards 
 

Case Study: Intercontinental Melbourne The Rialto  

InterContinental Hotel Group (IHG) is an international hotel 

company with the goal t  

They have more guest rooms than any other hotel company in 

the world  more than 4,200 hotels across nearly 100 countries. 

Their guests make over 180 million stays in IHG hotels every year. 

IHG is addressing the environmental challenge through 

technology, partnerships, and process improvements. They are 

global environment.  

IHG continually challenge themselves to further improve the 

environmental management of their hotels, as well as the 

processes used to build them  regardless of whether the 

properties are owned, managed, or franchised.  

The InterContinental Melbourne The Rialto development is the 

first refurbishment project to be successfully assessed against 

the Building Planning and Design Standard.  

The project satisfied the requirements of the Standard and was 

-

party Auditor review of its planning, design and construction 

management process, documentation and outcomes.  

The success of the Rialto project demonstrates how the Building 

Planning and Design Standard can be used as a tool to deliver 

strong sustainability outcomes for both development and 

refurbishment projects. 
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. For more information, please contact:   André Russ 

 P: +61 7 3238 1902 

 E: andre.russ@earthcheck.org 


