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The Climate Change Question:

How should I live my life?



“When you walk across the fields with 
your mind pure and holy, then from all 

the stones, and all growing things, and all 
animals, the sparks of their soul come out 

and cling to you, and then they are 
purified and become a holy fire in you.”

Hasidic saying



Karma



"Our good and evil deeds follow us 
continually like shadows." 

“As ye sow, so shall you reap.”



Dharma



The Three Questions



Who am I?



What do I want?



What is my purpose in life?



“We hold these truths to 
be self-evident, 

that all men are created 
equal, that they are 
endowed by their 

Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, 

Liberty and

the pursuit of 
Happiness.”

The Declaration of 
Independence

July 4, 1776



Average 
incomes have 

more than 
doubled in the 
past 50 years.

But people are 
no happier.



Retail Therapy



Obsessive Compulsive Retail Behaviour



Expectation Inflation



Expectation Inflation

“If only I had 10% more…”



Loneliness



Depression



Youth Suicide



Broken Relationships



What 
were the 

Last 
Thoughts 
of Kerry 
Packer?





“Marketing is a dynamic human activity that 
lies at the heart of modern consumer society 
and defines our relationships with each other 

and our institutions.”



A society dominated by consumerism 
will operate according to the principles 

that make such a society possible.



Relationship Marketing

CRM



Turning human beings into                revenue 
streams?



Humans as bundles of buying 
motivations. 



Relationships  seen as a means to 
an end.



Even emotional relationships are 
exchanges of value governed by 

the principle of return on 
investment.



A market for emissions is the most efficient 
way of allocating resources to find solutions 

to Climate Change.



“Marketing is a skill set, not an ideology.  It 
can be used for good or evil.” 



“Money is Energy.”



“Nothing happens until a sale is made.”



“There can be no welfare without wealth.”



Convert the planet 
into product.
Buy it. Use it.
Then throw it 
away.



“Only 
when the 
last tree 
has died 
and the 

last river 
been 

poisoned 
and the 
last fish 

been 
caught 
will we 

realise we 
cannot eat 
money.”

Chief 
Seattle 



How should I live my life?

In relation to what?



…to myself.

…to other people.

…to my environment.



A pixel is not a picture



Ecology



Aldo Leopold 

“A Land Ethic”



Great moment of moral progress: 
rejection of slavery

Ie. Humans as property

See all humans as part 
of the moral community



Find a way to think of our relation to the land as 
other than mere property

Stewardship



See yourself as part of the community of all living 
things in the biosphere.

See the interdependence of human and natural 
communities.



There can be no economy
without ecology.

We can’t eat money.



A change of heart



Everyone is in pain.



Everyone has a gap inside 
that they can’t fill.



Feel their Pain



Compassion.



Empathy.



Terrorism,  war, pollution, poverty, disease… 
are not caused by too much greed and fear and 

hatred..

They’re caused by a lack of…



LOVE



LOVE™



The Three Questions



Who am I?



What do I want?



What is my purpose in life?



“When you walk across the fields with 
your mind pure and holy, then from all 

the stones, and all growing things, and all 
animals, the sparks of their soul come out 

and cling to you, and then they are 
purified and become a holy fire in you.”

Hasidic saying



“What is the Question?”

(Last words of Gertrude Stein)


